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Field Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

S&E 444,991 100.0 121,010 27.2 40,583 9.1 12,557 2.8 80,719 18.1 29,799 6.7 160,323 36.0

Engineering 105,381 100.0 40,096 38.0 8,632 8.2 932 0.9 13,002 12.3 6,126 5.8 36,593 34.7

Aerospace 4,251 100.0 1,708 40.2 428 10.1 42 1.0 488 11.5 248 5.8 1,337 31.5

Chemical 7,639 100.0 3,977 52.1 987 12.9 73 1.0 860 11.3 316 4.1 1,426 18.7

Civil 14,363 100.0 4,851 33.8 1,052 7.3 43 0.3 2,042 14.2 886 6.2 5,489 38.2

Electrical 30,735 100.0 10,329 33.6 1,767 5.7 50 0.2 3,890 12.7 1,701 5.5 12,998 42.3

Industrial 8,251 100.0 1,699 20.6 408 4.9 50 0.6 1,008 12.2 978 11.9 4,108 49.8

Materials 5,877 100.0 3,396 57.8 606 10.3 33 0.6 456 7.8 183 3.1 1,203 20.5

Mechanical 16,084 100.0 6,385 39.7 1,331 8.3 96 0.6 2,541 15.8 997 6.2 4,734 29.4

Other 18,181 100.0 7,751 42.6 2,053 11.3 545 3.0 1,717 9.4 817 4.5 5,298 29.1

Science 339,610 100.0 80,914 23.8 31,951 9.4 11,625 3.4 67,717 19.9 23,673 7.0 123,730 36.4

Natural sciences 223,467 100.0 66,937 30.0 19,078 8.5 9,440 4.2 45,063 20.2 14,413 6.4 68,536 30.7

Agricultural sciences 11,448 100.0 5,801 50.7 795 6.9 59 0.5 1,508 13.2 573 5.0 2,712 23.7

Biological sciences
b 66,684 100.0 25,546 38.3 7,783 11.7 6,488 9.7 10,366 15.5 4,112 6.2 12,389 18.6

Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 12,404 100.0 4,837 39.0 1,384 11.2 69 0.6 2,794 22.5 614 5.0 2,706 21.8

Atmospheric sciences 1,197 100.0 690 57.6 66 5.5 11 0.9 238 19.9 19 1.6 173 14.5

Earth sciences 6,450 100.0 2,356 36.5 707 11.0 49 0.8 1,869 29.0 252 3.9 1,217 18.9

Oceanography 2,199 100.0 1,167 53.1 190 8.6 1 0.0 347 15.8 143 6.5 351 16.0

Other geosciences 2,558 100.0 624 24.4 421 16.5 8 0.3 340 13.3 200 7.8 965 37.7

Mathematics/computer sciences 51,164 100.0 9,951 19.4 3,407 6.7 407 0.8 13,438 26.3 3,274 6.4 20,687 40.4

Computer sciences 32,861 100.0 7,865 23.9 1,653 5.0 195 0.6 4,467 13.6 2,547 7.8 16,134 49.1

Mathematics/statistics 18,303 100.0 2,086 11.4 1,754 9.6 212 1.2 8,971 49.0 727 4.0 4,553 24.9

Medical/other health sciences 46,124 100.0 6,519 14.1 2,112 4.6 1,994 4.3 3,603 7.8 4,763 10.3 27,133 58.8

Medical sciences 23,513 100.0 4,311 18.3 1,287 5.5 1,263 5.4 1,772 7.5 2,356 10.0 12,524 53.3

Other health sciences 22,611 100.0 2,208 9.8 825 3.6 731 3.2 1,831 8.1 2,407 10.6 14,609 64.6

Physical sciences 35,643 100.0 14,283 40.1 3,597 10.1 423 1.2 13,354 37.5 1,077 3.0 2,909 8.2

Astronomy 1,325 100.0 661 49.9 315 23.8 5 0.4 251 18.9 21 1.6 72 5.4

Chemistry 20,403 100.0 7,516 36.8 1,943 9.5 240 1.2 8,388 41.1 553 2.7 1,763 8.6

Physics 13,413 100.0 6,011 44.8 1,267 9.4 129 1.0 4,650 34.7 425 3.2 931 6.9

Other physical sciences 502 100.0 95 18.9 72 14.3 49 9.8 65 12.9 78 15.5 143 28.5

Social/behavioral sciences 112,040 100.0 12,934 11.5 12,496 11.2 2,095 1.9 21,984 19.6 8,980 8.0 53,551 47.8

Psychology 38,548 100.0 5,417 14.1 2,107 5.5 977 2.5 6,484 16.8 2,850 7.4 20,713 53.7

Social sciences 73,492 100.0 7,517 10.2 10,389 14.1 1,118 1.5 15,500 21.1 6,130 8.3 32,838 44.7

Anthropology 6,471 100.0 592 9.1 1,320 20.4 77 1.2 1,919 29.7 505 7.8 2,058 31.8

Economics 14,158 100.0 2,198 15.5 1,958 13.8 195 1.4 3,776 26.7 1,037 7.3 4,994 35.3

History of science 425 100.0 28 6.6 141 33.2 1 0.2 170 40.0 24 5.6 61 14.4

Linguistics 2,589 100.0 223 8.6 456 17.6 27 1.0 872 33.7 194 7.5 817 31.6

Political science/public administration 28,554 100.0 1,995 7.0 3,695 12.9 504 1.8 3,405 11.9 2,798 9.8 16,157 56.6
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Sociology 7,321 100.0 975 13.3 1,094 14.9 195 2.7 2,440 33.3 518 7.1 2,099 28.7

Other social sciences 13,974 100.0 1,506 10.8 1,725 12.3 119 0.9 2,918 20.9 1,054 7.5 6,652 47.6

Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies 4,103 100.0 1,043 25.4 377 9.2 90 2.2 670 16.3 280 6.8 1,643 40.0

a Includes any loans (including federal) and support from personal or family financial contributions.   
b Includes neuroscience. 
 
NOTES: Percentages may not add to 100% because of rounding. S&E excludes fields that were collected in this survey (architecture, communication, and family and consumer sciences/human sciences) that are not included 
in other tables in this report from other data sources.    
 
SOURCE: National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, special tabulations (2012) of the 2011 Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering. 
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